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ART & Justice is a partnership between researchers at the 

University of British Columbia, Indigenous Elders, Peer Leaders,  

and the Correctional Service of Canada. 

To date, we have delivered 760 art and writing kits across 

prisons, Community Residential Facilities (CRFs) and urban 

Indigenous Peoples served by the Fraser Region Aboriginal 

Friendship Center (FRAFCA).

This booklet is a collection of some of the resulting art and 

writing. We are incredibly honoured to support the talent and 

creativity of people impacted by the Canadian criminal legal 

system.  

All signatures have been removed from artwork to protect the 

artists’ identity. 

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 
International License. To view a copy of this license, visit 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ or 
send a letter to:

Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View,  
CA 94042, USA
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The importance of 
ART & STORYTELLING
Words of encouragement from Elders, Peer Leaders and partners. 

For all the books, articles, and evidence-based approaches 
that seek to convince us of the importance of the wall and 
the separation it maintains, the simple yet fundamental truth 

communicated through art that we are all made of the same human 
stuff will always triumph. From this will come the solutions that 
build a more just, egalitarian society.

Nyki Kish, Walls to Bridges, LINC Society, UBC Health & Justice 
Applied Research Collective

Many many times we have been labeled by our crime, but 
now, is the time to tell or show your role or who’s role was 
played in “your story” that is factual, because you are the 

narrator. By telling my story, I felt a sense of healing, as the truth 
was outpouring.

Martha Kahnapace, Peer support researcher and Caregiver from 
the We Wai Kai Nation of Cape Mudge.

I loved all the art I saw. I watched it twice at the event and 
a few of the pieces made me cry. It was very emotional and 
inspiring.

Cathee, Walls 2 Bridges Peer Coordinator
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I am never surprised by the amazing art that comes from 
people who are incarcerated, because I know how much 
talent is locked up in these institutions… regardless, I still 

love to see the art produced by people inside! To me, collections 
like this that you have put together are a celebration of the spirit, 
resilience, talent, and ingenuity of the human beings that the 
criminal (in)justice system tries to silence.

Sofia Bartlett, Senior Scientist, BC Center for Disease Control

The art is remarkable, so much talent. It really blew me away. 
I love that the ART & Justice project was able to provide high 
quality art kits, the end product was so beautiful. Thank you 

to all the artists who contributed.

 Margaret Erickson, PhD Candidate, Centre for Gender & Sexual 
Health Equity.

I am amazed by the vast array of art styles and the creative 
use of materials to create incredible artworks. Keep creating 
amazing pieces!  

Sam Young, UBC Transformative Health & Justice Research Cluster 
Coordinator

The importance of 
ART & STORYTELLING
Words of encouragement from Elders, Peer Leaders and partners. 
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This booklet (volume 2) was created in February 2022. We look forward to 

sharing more art and writing with you as we receive more from across the 

institutions and community sites.

It’s important to us to get consent from each artist and storyteller before 

sharing your work. If you’ve created something that you want to share and 

don’t see it in this booklet that means we are waiting to receive your tracking 

and consent form. Don’t worry! If you consented to sharing and digitization 

your work will show up in the next volume.

For more information about ART & Justice please contact 
Kelsey Timler at 1-888-379-0118, or at kelsey.timler@ubc.ca


