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ART & Justice is a partnership between researchers at the University of British Columbia, 

Indigenous Elders, Peer Leaders, the Fraser Region Aboriginal Friendship Center 

(FRAFCA), and the Correctional Service of Canada. 

To date, we have delivered 558 art and writing kits across prisons, Community 

Residential Facilities (CRFs) and urban Indigenous Peoples served by FRAFCA. 

This booklet is a collection of some of the resulting art and writing. We are incredibly 

honoured to support the talent and creativity of people impacted by the Canadian 

criminal legal system.  
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THE IMPORTANCE OF ART & STORYTELLINGTHE IMPORTANCE OF ART & STORYTELLING

Your story is very important for us all to hear. You may share 
through words, poetry, artistry, sharing with everyone. Our Elders 
teach us that through storytelling we all learn important lessons, 
have opportunities to heal, and can lift each other up. Oh Siem, 
many kind thanks for sharing.

Elder Roberta, Snuneymuxw, Quw’utsun-Cowichan 
of Coast Salish Peoplesof Coast Salish Peoples

Storytelling is within all of us and you can tell your story in art, 
songs, dance, music and poems. Let the creativity rise and feel it in 
your soul. Let us hear your voice. Migwetch.

Elder Jean Wasegijig,  Ojibway First Nation, People of the Three 
Fires Confederacy: Odawa, Ojibway and Potawatomi

Words of encouragement from Elders, Peer Leaders and partners. 

When we understand that everything but the basics has been taken 
from us, so that we may grow to appreciate the transformative 
power of solitude and the blessings of freedom and discipline, the 
crucial importance of things like creative art and writing, and the 
expressions of honesty in sharing of these new and powerfully 
personal works of beauty, which have only become possible 
through the breaking of boundary and the often misguided ideas we 
have of our own improbability or idol dreams of what might have 
been, can not, must not, be overlooked or understated...for therein 
lies the truth, whole truth and nothing but the truth. 

Nicolas D. Leech - Peer Leader, Journalist & Storyteller
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THE IMPORTANCE OF ART & STORYTELLING

We know the Walls are there to keep people out as much as they 
exist to keep people in.  The Justice System is built on secrecy and 
myths. I believe the more our stories, our truths are told showing 
we are all someone’s Brother Sister Daughter Son the faster the 
Walls will crumble brick by brick. 

Patrick KeatingPatrick Keating, Peer Leader, Actor & Playwright, Peer Leader, Actor & Playwright

Patrick, I love it, well said. I have seen 
what can happen when those walls open 
up for the outside and for those inside 

and it works. 

Mo Korchinski, Peer Leader, Executive 
Director of Unlocking the Gates

Continued

Often the general public is disconnected from the reality of 
incarcerated individuals struggles and what has led them down that 
path.  Telling your stories you can give them a better perspective 
and help humanize people.

Pam Young, Peer Leader, Manager at Unlocking the Gates
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This booklet was created on December 22, 2020. We look forward to 

sharing more art and writing with you as we receive more from across 

the institutions and community sites.

It’s important to us to get consent from each artist and storyteller before 

sharing your work. If you’ve created something that you want to share 

and don’t see it in this booklet that means we are waiting to receive your 

tracking and consent form. Don’t worry! If you consented to sharing and 

digitization your work will show up in the next volume.

For more information about ART & Justice please contact 
Kelsey Timler at 1-888-379-0118, or at kelsey.timler@ubc.ca
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